Jrelands Sad Lamentation * 


Diſcovering its Preſent DAN GER, in 


Some Remarkable Paſſages 


Which have happened ſince the Diſcovery of the Horrid 


POPISH PLOT: 


Ina Letter from a Perſon of Hononr to his Friend in London, 
upon the Diſſolution of the Late Parliament. 


Y Pen 15 not able to repreſent to your 

view the Dusky Scene , which the 

Diſſolution of the Parliament hath 

drawn on the Hearts and Counte- 

nances of all Loyal Proteſtants in 

this Kingdom ; from this great Seſſions,we hoped 

ſome Commiſeration would have been had of us, 

conſidering the great and eminent dangers we 

now lie under : But theſe hopeful Joys being fru- 

ſtrated, and e Ing neither Redreſs from or by 

the aſſiſtance of our preſent Governor, nor any 

other part of the Government here, we do, as 

Men in a General Wreck,give up our ſelves to the 

Protection of God Almighty, and the Mercy of 

thoſe inceſſant Billows that threaten ns with 
Death. : 

We have little hopes,if at all any,of being ſecured 
from that Popiſh Cruelty which moſt of us have 
felt in this Age. You of England may object, Tour 
Danger us equal to ours , that our Governor and 
ether Magiſtracy are all Proteſtants,the Arms ours, 
( or at leaft ought tobe ſo) and all other ſtrengths. 
This indeed, were it ſo, might abate our Jealou- 
fies, but 1 ſhall make a Colleftion of ſome re- 
markable Paſſages, ſuch as at preſent will occur 
to my Memory, and then I leave you to be the im- 


partial Judge. 


In the year 1677. at the height of the Plot,the 
Duke of Ormond, by the intereſt of the Duke of 
Tork,, received his Commiilion to ſuperſede the 
Earl of Eſſex in the Government of 7relazd, and 
accordingly, on the 24h of Auguſt, in the ſame 
year, made his Entrance with great Solemnity. 

The next Spring (being a time when the grand 
Conſults were held for putting an end fo their In- 
fernal- Deſigns ) he takes a Progreſs over the 
whole Kingdom) to ſee in what poſture the ſame 
lay, ( for what deſign I know not;) in which 
Journey he was much attended by Popiſh Gentry, 

reely. conferring ( 1will not ſay to make Proſe- 
lytes ) the Honour of Knighthood on many un- 


trey. 


| 


deſerving Perſons, as be paſſ;d through the Coun- | ons. And that very Night going to his own houſe, 


The Plot being diſcovered in September 1678, 
there was little or no notice taken of it here at 
Court, though it was proved thoſe of the Plot of 
England held a Corre{pondency with ſome in Jre- 
land, and that wany Black Bulls, &c. were, or was 
to be {ent over for the Maſſacre intended, yet no 
means were uſed by the Lord Lieutenant, with aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Councjl;for the ſecurity of the Na- 
tion, or prevertion of that Horrid Deſign ; but 
the vigorous Proteſtant Magiſtracy of this City 
raiſed their Militia, both Foot and Hotſe, part of 
whom were ordered to guard every night 1n their 
turns, bur in the outward part of the Town,ſo in- 
tolerable was the uſage we received, they would 
not ſuffer our Companies to guard in the City, 
( which muſt be the refnge in time of extremity ) 
alledging the King*s Guards were appointed to 
defend the ſame ; ſo that upon any Attempt, our 
Voluntier Inhabitants muſt certainly have periſh- 
ed, before the King's Soldiery, who receives Pay, 
had enter'd into any dangerous Engagement. Of 
this City the Earl of Arran, Son to the Duke, 
is Governor. 


Thus were we all expoſed every man to pro- 
vide for his own Safety : the firſt vapor of Popiſh 
Venom which might give us occaſion not to doubt. 
what they intended for us, was this, The Lord 
Mayor went in perſon,with ſome of his Brethres, 
todemoliſh the Maſs-Houlſes of this City, by re- 
moving the Altars, and other Idols, locking up 
the Doors , and committing the Keys to the 
Church-Wardens of the reſpective Pariſhes : 
It happened that at one of thoſe obnoxious 
Houſes an Officer of the Mayors, a waggiſh Fel- 
low, taking ſome of their Popiſh Trumpery,(and 
in deriſion of that Superſtitious Religion) began 
toaCt the Prieſt; theh taking their Hoty-water, 
and ſprinkling part of it on ſome of his Fellows, 
the reſt on the Floor, like a Shopkeeper*s Appren- 
tice to lay the Duſt; he was told by one who 
ſtood by, He ſhould dearly repent thoſe direful Aiti- 


about 


"had ' 
: 


4 
& 


about Ten 2 dock was 1.t upon, by four ,or Fr 
perſons, who fiivung bim; theew himdown, t 
wounded him in ſeveral places, crying', Ki "the 
Rogue, Kill the Roowe ; which they had certainly, 
L done, had he not had Armor on, which healways: 
wore for his own ſafety in the execution of his Of- 
fice : Yet this Allaſſination had no more eff: & =t 
Court, than a ſport to laugh at > how the poor 
Carchpole was ſerved in his kind. 


When the Duke received a Command to ſeize 


Colonel 7 lber, the Colonel was Revelling at the 
Duke?s Table, ſitting with him at Dinner ; and 
molt peoplethink if he had not been there at the 
Dnke?s receipt of the Commands, he had not been 
Apprchended.. The Reaſons which induced them 
to that Opinion, is, when the Colonel attained his 
Liberty upon Surety, the aforeſaid Earl of Arf#: 
was his Ball. 

Not long after the Diſcovery,upon ſeveral Sug- 
geſtions of the Proteſtants againit the Inſolence 
of the Popiſh Clergy and their Aſſemblies, the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council iſſue forth a Procla- 
mation » For the Apprehenſion of Prieſts and 
Jeſuites 3 therein inſerting a Reward of Five 
Ponnds for a Pric{t,and Ten Pounds for a Jeſuite; 

In Obedience to whicn, a Captain of the Trai- 
ned-Bands;took ſeveral in one Sazrts Eve,private- 
ly. Celebrating Maſs in their, Popiſh Veltments, 
ind the next morning brought them before the 
Duke ; where, upon Examination, ſome of them 
produced the Duke?s own Protection, ſome Pro- 
tected by Colonel Firz-Parrick, and other Emi- 
nent Popiſh Gentry. 

Ia fine, They were all diſmiſſed, as well thoſe 
who were Protedted;as thoſe who were not;as was 
all who were afterwards taken, the Apprchenders 
being gratified with no other than a Reproof for 
their too much dilizence, by which means the Pa- 
piſts have found no diſcouragement nor obſtructi- 
on in their Proceedings; and I do believe their 
Hopes are raiſed to as great an Extaſie as ever,ha- 
ving ſo much influence on the preſent Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom. 

When the 1r:i|h Plot broke forth, and Bowrke 
Accuſed the Earl of T yroze,all Endeavors poſlible 
were uſed for the Vindication of the Earl ;. but 
when he was cleared at Warerford, and Bowrrke did 
not appear, then had the Papiſts got Cock-a-hoop 
again, and no man durſt fay within the Caſtle of 
Dublin, (or anywhere elſc,if it came to the Duke?s 
Ear ) That there was any ſuch thing then on foot, or 
Litely deſigned, as a Plot to invade this Kingdom, ex- 
tirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and ſubvert the Go- 
wernment thereef. 1 ſay, no man under pain of 

71ining the Duke of Ormond*s diſpleaſure , durit 
{peak his Apprehenſion of {ſucha thing as a Plot 
in this Kingdom. : 

The Inclinations of the Duke hath been more 
viſible of late,-by-the Actings:of his Son, (who, 
without doubt, did nothing: without his Fathers 
permiſſion) in the ' Tryal of the Lord Stafford, 
baſely-pledgitg his Honour, to Acquit that moſt, 
Culpable and Undeniable  Traytor ; which hath 
given ſo great a wound to his Reputation, that 
the Name of the Butlers is grown a Load to almoſt 
the Generality of this Nation. 


& When 5 SI wage againſt the Duke 
inErg/azd-#dr gs Mitbehayor in gs Govern- 
ment;he applicd himſelfto the Counch for a Cer- 
tificate, Thar he had Atted nothing Unjuſt in his 
Srgtion : But *twas refuſed by ſeveral Privy-Coun- 
{cllors, who are good and juſt mien, valuing the 
Proteſtant Intereit, and Abhorring all Foreign Ju- 
Tiſdiction or Authority from or under the See of 
Reme, 

I ſhall fay tirtle of our Chancellor, who, by the 
Duke of Tork's Intereſt,was made Primate alſo of 
this Kingdom, the two onely Placesthar can ſway 
the Government, and, without doubt, will not be 
ſo ungratefyl tohis Promoter. but, when occaſion 
ſhall ſerve,he may command his Service either as 
to Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Matters, or' what elſe 
will beſt. tend to his advantage; .part of his-In- 
juitice hath already appeared before His Majeſty 
in Council] , which would' ſeem but a Grain or 
Drachm, were it weigh'd with his other inſulting 
Oppreſſons: 


By this you may ſee the tender Care that hath been 
taken of us; what ſtrength the Proteſtants-can have 
in 4 Conſcientious War, I mean, againſt the Papjits 
or Foreign Enemies ;, when we can judge no leſs but chr 
Leaaer 15 our Oppoſite ; when we cannot enjoy the pre- 
ſence of our Dread Soveraien to awe thoſe Rebels who 
daily combine againſt 19. We want an Eſſex againy 
whoſe Judgments and Juſtice were. ſo equallyBallanc'd, 
that even bus worſt of Enemies without ſhame to them- 
ſelves cannot calunniate his Hopourable Proceedings. 
I muſt tell you again, we want an Eſſex, 4 Shaftsbu- 
ry, that 1s to ſay, A Good and Zealows Proteſtant that 
w:ll ſtand up for us 11 this time of Emment and ſcarce- 
ly-ro-be-avoided Danger. I can aſſure you, herts no 


man harbours an evil thought of bis King, no man 
doubts of his Excellency and Compaſſion towards us ; 
but rather are given to think He us under the ſame 
misfortune of ſome of His Predeceſſors, lead byevd 
Counſellors, which God of his mercy grant may not 
prove fatal : We onely, with ſufficient cauſe, refleit 
en bys Mmiſters and Officers here, and unanimouſly 
ſay, with the Prophet Iſaiah, His Watchmen are 
blind, they are all ignorant, they are dumb Dogs 
that cannot bark, ſleeping}, lying down, loving 0 
ſlumber ; yea, they are greedy Dogs that.can never 
have enough ; they are Shepherds that will not 
underſtand ; they all look to their own way;every 
one for his gain from his quarter. And wow that 
Hu Majeſty, with the Aſjittance of his great Council 
of Parliament, would purge the Officers of his Dami- 
nions, and thoſe who ſhall be found defiled and unclegn, 
to caſt out ; and thoſe who are pure and clean, prone 
to the advancement of His Honour,to Eſtabliſh, ou ht 
to be the Prayers of you and all good Proteſt ants,a *tts 
of, Sir, Your faithful humble Servant, 
Dublin, January F. 


1680. 
POST-SCRIPT. 
E hear that Colonel Fitz-Patrick, a Manager of onr 
V Kingdom, and who married the Duke of Orinont?, 
Siſter, u of late turn'd Proteſt ant, and now in England: : I like 
no ſuch Maſquerade, turning upon an Exigent. One whoſe Ge- 
neration hath been counted Primitives of the Romeo, murch, 
cannot ſurelyforget hy Anceſtors Fame : Hrs Father a hainous 


Rebel, mdhu Mother Hang'd for making Candles of 'Engliſl:- 
mens Greaſe in the time of The late Rebe : 
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